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grew scattered clumps of reeds,, from two to five feet high,
which gave a little cover from view; to conceal the movement
of troops, however, was practically impossible, and therefore
surprise and manoeuvre against the enemy's flank were out of
the question. During the first fortnight in May the success
of General Gorringe's operations in Arabistan—on the flank
of the Turkish position on the Tigris—made itself felt and
it was obvious that his column was preventing the enemy
from moving down to strengthen the forces immediately
up-stream of Qurna. General Nixon, therefore, decided on
an advance to drive the enemy up the river and to occupy
Amara, and ordered General Townshend, with the 6th Indian
Division, to carry out the operation. General Townshend,
in anticipation of the event, had for some time been
organising a special force for what he knew would be an
amphibious operation. His infantry was trained to man-
oeuvre in small native boats known as "heliums," each
battalion having about sixty of these craft and about two
hundred men specially practised in propelling them. Cover-
ing fire for the infantry "helium-brigade" was to be
provided by the Naval Flotilla of river gun-boats and by
batteries of field artillery carried on rafts, while special rafts
—not unlike Noah's Arks—were constructed to carry Field
Ambulances. Towards the end of May, all General
Townshend's preparations were complete, and on the 31st,
his force, headed ,by H.M. Ships " Bspiegle " and " Clio " on
the Tigris, moved out across seven thousand yards of flooded
open desert without cover from view or fire, to attack the
Turkish positions.
By nightfall, the first phase in the operations, which were
nicknamed "Townshend's Regatta," had been carried out
with complete success, and General Townshend was pre-
paring to press home a decisive attack next day. Naturally,
in the circumstances., effective patrolling was extremely
difficult to carry out, and it was almost impossible to maintain
close touch with the enemy in the dark. It was not sur-
prising that during the night the Turks managed to
withdraw from their positions and to slip away up-stream,
or that it was not until early next morning when his aero-
planes (which had just now appeared in this theatre of war
for the first time) reported the fact to him, that General
Townshend knew anything of the movement. At once he
ordered his force to concentrate and to embark for pursuit,
and himself pressed on up the river on board the (C Espi&gle/'
with the Naval Flotilla following him. Though delayed by

